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Author's Preface

That first spark for learning - true learning - the kind that almost 

caught you unawares, instigated in you the desire to really understand 

something, to learn something new, for your own self only and for no 

other reason (better grades, leaving an impression on somebody, 

admission to a renowned institute), and left you an altered person, is a 

story with as many versions as there are people. 

If you think back, there would have been several people who inspired you 

along the way – a father who planned nature walks, a mother who read 

books, a school teacher who left it to you to make your own classroom 

agenda once a month, a know-it-all uncle who regaled you with 

fascinating travel stories – but they were, in the end, exactly just that – 

those who inspired you to embark on a lifetime of learning, and helped 

you with it – facilitators. 

The most powerful moments of learning - true learning - would be the 

ones where you recognized the urge, the fire inside you and went about 

charting your own path. The teachers in your journey (and today, this 

includes technology as an enabling factor) acting as guiding lights - 

illuminating your way. That drive though, is all you. As is the joy you gain 

from it. 

Our attempt with this book is to talk about the journey of learning we 

all undertake and how we can nurture and cherish it (because even as it 

starts young, it fizzles out only too soon), make it grow such that we 

all learn for the sake of learning, for joy, for our own selves.

- pooja pande
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Foreword

Formal education tends to behave like a GPS giving learners step-by-

step instructions for a well-defined world. This GPS approach 

worked well in the 19th and 20th centuries when stockpiling 

knowledge in a domain, in the form of a University degree, usually 

assured lifelong employment because rate of knowledge 

accumulation in most domains was not very high. 

In the 21st century, knowledge is exploding and the map is changing 

every minute. When the terrain is changing so fast, no GPS can 

help. Learners need a compass. An inner compass that encourages 

learners to think for themselves. One that makes them introspect if 

they should learn only to earn? Or ask – why earn, y-earn so that 

they first yearn to learn, even as they earn and continue learning 

until they are in the urn!

Chances are that learners today will change many careers in their 

lifetime and formal education at best prepares them for their first 

career. To thrive and shine, they will need to constantly learn and 

reinvent themselves.

For this, they will have to learn the art and science of self-directed 

learning and become deeply self-aware about dispositions like 

intrinsic motivation, emotional resilience, delayed gratification, 

growth mindset, grit and ability to face failure and ridicule.

In this comic book, our 15-year old hero takes a deep dive into 

understanding self-directed learning skills and finds out how he 

can inspire himself to yearn to learn and making the most of online 

resources, craft learning experiences that are fun for him. He 

discovers his passion and empowers himself to pursue it with 

compassion.

This is our hope and desire for all those who turn the page...

- Atul Pant

Founder, Timeless lifeskills 
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His room is his main pad, a 
state of being, as far as 
he’s concerned - a place 
unvisited by family (his next 
door neighbours) for days 
on end. It’s how he likes it.

Meet K

a 15-year-old boy, 

who goes to school 

for the better part 

of the day, semi-

reluctantly.
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Cracking a 
school tutorial? 

What’s the big 
deal? It’s so 

easy. Just give 
them what they 
want to read! 

School Assignment

BEES
A Study of  their Decline

To be submitted by SaturdayFor internal grading

2 a.m.
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If it’s 
more than two 

hours, you’re not 
Googling it 

right.’

School Assignment

BEES
A Study of  their Decline

To be submitted by Saturday
For internal grading
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K. Hey. 
Wake up.’

huh!

Get up.

What! Who 
are you? 

What are you 
doing in my 

room?  What 
time is it? 

What’s that 
you’re wearing? 
What’s with the 

Bob Marley 
look? 

Wake up, K. I 
have something 

important to tell 
you. My name is 
Eklavya. But you 
can call me Ek. 
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What do you 
have to tell me?

Are you from 
around here? Do 

you go to my 
school? Ek?  

No, I’m not 
from around 

here. And no, I 
don’t go to 

school, 

it cramped 
my style. So, 
I never did.

The Magic 
Words!  K is 
now fully 
awake.

We lived in 
the forest, my 

clan and I. 

"Choosing the 
right twigs, 
the bark of 
the tree for 
my arrows." 

"We all had our 
duties assigned 
to us. Mine was 
weaponry – I 
would spend 
hours crafting 
the perfect bow 
from wood."

"It wasn’t just my 
passion, I would 
lose myself in it."
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"All of us children would 
gather around and spend 
hours practicing shooting 
the arrows, once the chores 
of the day were done."

"One day, I chanced 
upon the princes 
of the royal court 
practicing their 
archery skills in 
the woods." 

"...I spied on 
them from behind 
the bushes "

"With them was my hero 
– Guru Dronacharya. The 
God of Archery. Trained 
by Lord Vishnu himself." 

"Guru Drona hovered around his 
favourite student, praising him and 
then gently reprimanding him."

Aim for that 
mango there. that 
one looks ripe– 

over there! 
Eklavya, shoot
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"Arjun, they called him. The most promising 
archer – about whom legends would be 
written, they said. I didn’t think much of him, 
really."

"With Guru 
Drona himself 
teaching you, 
how could you 
not be better 
than the best? 
He looked too 
smug anyway – 
the kind of boy 
spoilt by 
luxury, who had 
never had to 
pluck his own 
berries, or kill 
his own meat."

"I knew what I had to do that day. I had 
to go to Hastinapur. I had to meet Guru 
Drona, I had to make him my guru." What’s 

the big 
deal? You’re 
talking about 
some teacher, 
right? You’re 

making it sound 
like a scene 

from The 
Godfather! 

Haven’t 
you ever had a 
teacher you 

looked up to? 
Whose very existence 
was an inspiration? 

Who taught you 
everything you know, 

about life, about 
learning itself? 

Now I 
know for 
sure you 

never did go 
to school… 

And the answer 
is no… But you 
had all that, 
with this... 
this Drona 
fellow? 

Not 
exactly. 
You’ll 

understand 
when I 

continue with 
my story. 

May I?
yes.
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The days it 
took me to 

reach 
Hastinapur.

I spent all 
those nights 
dreaming 
about meeting 
him. I would 
rehearse what 
I would say 
to him, over 
and over, in my 
mind.

"I was finally granted an 
audience with him. I was so 
nervous, but I was equally 
confident, in a way - I knew 
I had it in me to learn 
archery, all he had to do 
was see me with my bow and 
arrow, give me just a few 
moments of his time… "

"But it never even 
came to that. Guru 
Drona only asked 
me one question, 
after he learnt of 
my intentions – "

What 
lineage do you 

belong to, 
boy? 

"My world came 
shattering 
down. It had 
never occurred 
to me that the 
great guru 
would stoop 
so low as to 
teach a tribal 
boy. It’s 
exactly what he 
said to me."

Go back to 
your tribe, boy. 
Never be seen 
around here 

again. 
What. Happened. 

Then?

I knew his training style 
was tough, but I was determined to 

endure it - never did I think that that 
would not be the toughest part of 

my challenge.
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It didn’t 
happen, K. I made 

it happen. Ooh, let me 
guess, Ek! You 
found another 
guru? And you 

aced that 
training? 

Not exactly. 
What would you 

have done? 

What would I 
have done if this 

holier-than-thou 
teacher person had 

rejected me? 

If you’d found, 
one day, that 

everything you’d 
been hoping for, 
dreaming about, 
your life’s big 

ambition, 

which gave 
you purpose 

and drive in life  
- which made you 

wake up every 
morning -

snatched away 
from you. 

the one 
opportunity you had 

towards achieving that 
dream - had suddenly, 

abruptly been snatched 
away from you. What 

would you have 
done? 

Sheesh! 
You’re those 

intense types, 
huh? 
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Ok ok. What 
would I have 

done? 

See for 
yourself. 

Youtube has 
tons of 
videos.

What is this? 
How… how does 

this… teach 
you? 

Yeah, 
you can 

look at it 
and see stuff 

you like. We do 
all our school 

work on it. I was 
just about to 

finish this 
project on bees 
and why they’re 
disappearing – it 

was assigned 
to us this 
morning. 

Yeah. And you 
know the best 

part, Ek? 

Oh. Really? 
With this? 

10

You know, it’s 
easy these days, Ek. 
Too easy. I’d simply 
Google it. In fact, I 

could probably 
Google it right 
now. Give me a 

second. 
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You can learn 
about anything you 

want to learn? 

Umm, sure. 
But no, I was 

gonna say you finish 
your work real 

quick. 

oh!

You know, K, I 
was thinking, for a 

while, that this… this 
box you were showing 
me was similar to what 
I did when Guru Drona 

refused to have me 
as his pupil. 

For a 
minute 

there, I 
thought this... 

Google, did 
you say, was 

your clay 
idol… 

What’s this clay 
idol business now? 

It’s from the rest of 
your story, I’m 

guessing? 

yes.

"To have legends written 
about me as much as Arjun. 
More than Arjun. So I built a 
semblance of the guru from 
clay, set it in front of me, and 
began practicing archery."

"I did this every day, day and night, for days 
and days on end, learning with the clay 
model in front of me, until I became what 
I’d set out to become - I reached the 
pinnacle of my quest."

I was 
determined to be 
the best archer in 
the world, of all 

time. 
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"I became 
the master 
archer to 
beat all 
master 
archers."

What are you saying 
then? That Google can be 
my clay model? Woah, is 

technology my Guru 
Drona, Ek?

I don’t 
know. Can 
it? Isn’t it 

only the means 
to an end – a 

route to 
achieve your 
dream, to 

realise your 
passion? 

The drive, K, has 
to be inside you. 

It’s where it 
originates from.

What is this 
inside you? 
What is it 
inside me?

It’s called 
motivation, K. 

What gives life 
its purpose and 
meaning, makes 
you get out of 

bed every 
morning. 

You need to 
understand it… I 
wanted to be the 
best archer in the 

history of the world – 
that was what drove me 
– to be acknowledged 
in the outside world. 
That, and the yearning 

deep inside me to 
learn the skill, 

the art of 
archery. 

If it 
meant I had 
to learn it 

myself, teach 
myself, then 

so be it.

12
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I really can’t say. 
I mean, that sounds so 

cool – what makes me get 
out of bed every 

morning. 

But it’s 
usually my 

alarm clock, or 
mum screaming 

about missing the 
bus again, or 
something. 

Nothing 
important. 

Nothing 
special.

There 
always is 

something important 
and special, K. You 

just haven’t 
recognised it 

yet. 

Think 
about it - 

What is it inside 
you that you wish 
to see for real in 
the real world? 
What keeps you 
awake at night? 

What is your 
ultimate 
dream?

What really 
makes you get out 

of bed, K? 

K snaps up awake. There’s no sign of Ek. 

But something’s 
burning inside K. 
He’s restless, 
he’s thirsty. The 
words of Ek 
keep echoing in 
his mind – ‘If it 
meant I had to 
learn it myself, 
teach myself, 
then so be it’. 

"Learn for My Self, 
Teach My Self - what 
a concept! He simply 
had to get to the 
bottom of this."
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3 months ago, in K's School…

It was the final straw in a long story of 
rejection after frustrated rejection. At 
first, he’d asked for an after-class meeting 
with the ICT Professor. He’d told him about 
his great desire to be a game designer.

How he’d been up nights 
in a row, reading and 
watching famous game 
designers’ interviews.  

How he idolised 
Shinji Mikami 
because Resident 
Evil, even all 
these decades 
after it came out, 
was still the 
most far-out trip 
he’d encountered 
in the world of 
gaming.

Shinji Mikami 
created 
something 
truly inspiring 
and crafted 
pure genius 
out of puzzles 
and riddles, 
lethal virus 
strains, zombie 
dogs and giant 
spiders.

How Mikami 
revolutionised the 
genre of survival 
horror gaming with 
concepts as original 
as multiple endings 
and an over the 
shoulder viewpoint.

HIS entire gaming paradigm is a 
statement against crony capitalism… 
the game embodying the horrors Mikami 
grew up with in real time, listening to 
stories about Hiroshima victims of the 
holocaust being brought to Yamaguchi, 
where Mikami grew up.

Hiroshima Day is 
remembered 
every year when 
half a million 
origami cranes 
line up the 
streets, in 
solemn memory 
– sights Mikami 
grew up on. 

K had explained 
to his 
Professor that 
it wasn’t just 
the gaming he 
found so 
exciting – he 
didn’t even 
consider 
himself a 
“gamer” - those 
guys were hard 
core, they were 
addicted. 



15

Sure, he loved 
playing them, but 
it was always 
cracking the mind 
of the designer, 
the creator, that 
kept him going 
through the 
levels. What got 
him spurring on, 
charged up was 
always just that – 
it’s when he was in 
the zone. And he 
just knew he 
could do it, he had 
it in him. But he 
didn’t know how. 

Where do 
I begin?

It had taken him the 
better part of 20 
minutes rattling 
all this off – he’d 
paused an awful 
lot and stuttered 
through a bit even 
though he’d 
practiced a few 
times at home. And 
it took the Prof 
all of 45 seconds 
to puncture it. 

He’d been duly 
pointed towards the 
general direction of 
the school library 
(where he found 
almost nothing on 
game designing), 
after a barely 
audible murmur about 
how it was “high time 
he stepped out of the 
virtual world and 
thought about what 
would make a living in 
the real world”. 

his dad had said a couple of weeks ago... 

Don’t make 
a fool of 
yourself. 

It’s all 
because you spend 

so much time in 
cyberspace…

This was one of the biggest clichés he’d 
encountered in the grown-ups’ world 
and he’d never understood it. The “virtual 
world” as they called it was as real as 
the real world, as far as he was 
concerned. 

Didn’t they get it? 
Just because you 
term it cyberspace, 
it doesn’t make it 
alien territory. 
Why does my dream 
to design and build 
games sound any 
less real than… 
say, designing 
buildings?
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It’s hopeless. 
Where do I begin?

Ek, are you still 
there? Tell me, 

really – where do I 
begin? 

a new page is open on 
the iPad. it is A 1979 
letter by a records 
company addressed to 
a Mr. Paul Hewson, 
telling Mr hewson the 
recording company is 
not interested in his 
music.

Why does that 
name sound 

faintly familiar? 

3 Google seconds later 

Oh. Bono.

K scrolls the page.

What! Madonna 
was rejected!

J.K. Rowling was 
rejected!

Maybe he 
has left a clue 
behind for me!

In 1995 J.K. Rowling finished her 
manuscript for her first harry potter 
book, philosopher's stone, and 
submitted it to 12 publishing houses. 
All of them rejected it.
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wow!

Emotional Resilience: 
ability to bounce back 
after set-backs or in 
the face of rejection

Emotional 
resilience in the face of 
rejection. Ek sure had 

experience of that.

In an 
introspective 
mood, K looks 
within and 
revisits old 
memories 
stacked in his 
brain. They 
speak to him 
now with new 
meaning and 
purpose...

like when he was with his 
friends Arushi and Shefali...

It’s like a 
summing up of 

where you are in 
life.

Or something. 

ha ha
ha ha

Stocktaking! That’s 
what he’d said.
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Hah! What does 
it mean anyway? 

SWOT… Funny 
word.

It’s an 
abbreviation for 

strengths, 
weaknesses, 

opportunities & 
threats. 

It’s 
generally used for 

business enterprises but 
Dad says you can apply it 

for your personal 
growth also, as he 

puts it… 

You’re 
supposed to list out 

as many as you can under 
each heading – strengths 

and weaknesses are 
internal factors, 
opportunities and 

threats are 
external.

strengths and 
opportunities are 
what you need to 

build on, and 
weaknesses and 

threats are what you 
need to work on.

If you can do this 
systematically, your 

chances at maximizing your 
own potential and 

benefitting from it are 
super high. 

Or 
something.

ha ha ha
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Anyway. It’s what 
got Dad to land up at 
Google, he tells us. 

And the down-time is 
what keeps him there.

What’s that?

Arushi and Shefali 
recount...

their dad, vikram, had 
explained to them...

20% time. 
The upside of 
downtime. At 

Google, 
employees get a day 
a week to do what 

they want to, follow 
their passions… Did 
you know it’s led 
to some of the 

biggest 
innovations?

A corporation 
called 3M has had this policy 
for many years now and some 

employees there came up with the 
Post-It during this time. 

Downtime. 

But dad! 
Why would anyone 
use the day off to 

work? 

Would 
you not 

just want 
to like, 
switch 
off?
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Yes, but 
switching off 
is a bad thing 
only because 
you think it 

means watching 
mindless TV 

all day!

A positive 
switching off 
could give you 

time to focus on 
something that’s 
been intriguing 
you but you’ve 
never had the 

time to 
pursue.

Time to 
daydream. 

Daydream?! 
The other day 
when K was 

tuning out in 
Geography, our 

teacher told him 
to stop 

daydreaming 
and to 
focus!

‘Stop 
being so lazy, 
daydreaming in 
the middle of 

class’ is what he 
said, ‘And 

concentrate on 
the task at 

hand’.

Well, yes, 
concentrating on the task 

at hand is essential of 
course.

it’s how you 
get things done 
after all - but 

there’s a lot to be 
said for carving a 

conscious time out - 
it’s productive 
daydreaming.
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I suppose 
it’s not for 

everyone. It’s 
for those who can 
remain focussed 

even when there’s a 
lot going around 

them that can 
distract 

anybody… 
People with 

grit. 

Grit? What 
gives, Dad?

Grit is 
perseverance, girls. Firm, 
steadfast perseverance. 

Passion, sustained passion, to 
pursue a long-term goal 

that seems almost 
impossible.

Grit is the 
opposite of 

being a dabbler. 
Grit is not 

abandoning a pursuit 
because something 
new comes up, or 

because an obstacle 
deters you. It’s 

about focus. 
Unrelenting focus 

in the face of 
distraction.

"Think of 
Lionel Messi 
with the ball 
heading to 
the goal, 
irrespective 
of the 
number of 
tacklers 
around him."

"Or Sachin 
Tendulkar who 
never loses 
sight as the 
bowler runs up 
to the crease. 
That kind of 
focus in the 
face of 
difficult 
challenges."

How about 
when Leela 

aunty did that 
fruit and nuts diet 

for Rishabh’s 
wedding? She really 

stuck to it and 
nothing tempted her 

all those weeks. 
It was an 

impossible 
goal! Right, 

Dad? 

No. That 
would be a 

great example 
of self-

control. It’s a 
good trait to 

work on in life. 
But grit is on 

another 
level. 
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Think of self-
control as essential 
for a sprint. Grit is 

running the 
marathon…

Now, 
let’s 

get to 
that SWOT 

test, 
shall 
we? 

K’s SWOT Test

Strengths: Intelligence, Empathy.

Weaknesses: Inability to find one Not being able 
to recover from criticism.

Opportunities: Writing a school assignment like 
I’ve never done before. 

Threats: Myself? 

Grit = Sustained passion to pursue a long-term, 
almost impossible goal. 

K picks up a pen, 
pulls a notebook 
closer and writes...

K thinks of the time he 
went visiting his Cool 
Cousin Sid in his hostel 

How come you read this 
every day, Sid? I mean, I’ve 
never seen you reading any 

other religious book.  

What’s so 
special about 

this one?

That’s 
a great 

question, K. 
You know, this 
book isn’t so 

much a religious 
text to me as a 
philosophical 

one. It’s like a 
manual on how 

to live your 
life, really.
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Especially when 
you’re faced with 

life’s challenges. Times 
that force you to 
wonder about the 

point of it all.

So you read 
it when you 

feel stuck in 
life? 

When I 
feel stuck. 
When I think 

the problem is 
bigger than me. 
When I feel I 
can’t go on. 

When 
I feel like 
no matter 

how much or 
how hard I try, 
the result will 
be a failure… 
Know what I 

mean?

See, this book - 
it’s the story of the 

epic war, right? 

"The war is only just an idea, an excuse to 
talk about the realities of life – it’s a 
great excuse because war essentially 
makes you question everything…"

"When the 
world’s 
greatest 
archer sets 
down his bow 
and finds 
himself 
deflated at a 
crucial 
moment, 
questioning 
why he’s even 
there in the 
first place,"

"the world’s greatest 
philosopher steps in 
to make things right."
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Arjun and 
Krishna. You mean 
Krishna has the 

answers obviously 
because he’s 

god? 

No, K. 
Krishna 
doesn’t 

really have the 
answers. But he 
understands life 
and its dilemmas, 
he’s seen more 
of the world, 

he is wiser 
than Arjun. 

What does he 
tell him? 

Basically 
he tells him 
that at no 

point in your 
life can you 

ever foresee 
the result of 

your 
actions.

And yet 
all you 

ever have 
control over 

are your 
actions - 

because you’re 
always only 

present in the 
present, not 
the future, 

not the 
past.

 And so 
since you 

always have that 
- your ability to 
act - you should 
place the highest 
trust and faith in 

that and act 
accordingly. It is 
infinitely better 
than opting for 

inaction any 
day.

Sid. You 
sound like a new 
age-y guru. Only 

not! But this 
sounds cool - 
placing faith in 

action. 

Only how 
can you not 
think about 

the results? 
If you’re 

working hard 
at something, 
you want to 

succeed. 
It’s only 

human!
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I used to 
feel the 

exact same 
way, K! But 

then I found 
vindication in 
all my gods, 

my real 
religious 

texts.

Which are…? 

Rock 
biographies!

"None of the greats had any idea about the 
results – The Beatles, The Stones, Nirvana, 
you name it."

"The Pink Floyd story is my favourite. When 
they started their ‘new-fangled shows’ way 
back in the 70s, there was no concept of a 
music concert having anything other than a 
bunch of boys playing different things and 
singing, right?"

"And here comes a band that weaves in light, 
sound, laser. And all of it, live, baby, live! 
They redefined performance with their 
happenings and made it into an art form."

Yeah. But that is 
cool, Sid.

Not back then, K! They 
were only ridiculed for it! 

Dismissed as gimmicks and flash-in-
the-pan noise. And look where 

they went from there.
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They created 
history… I think 

they were going with 
the flow, they had faith 
in their process, their 
ideas and they acted 

accordingly.

Trust in 
the process, 

faith in action. 
It’s what it’s 

about, K.

How could 
anyone go on 
doing anything 

when people were 
making fun of them, 

Sid? I mean not 
thinking about 

success or having 
faith in what 

you’re doing is 
all fine

but you can’t be 
so constructive 

and positive when 
you’re facing 

ridicule all the time. 
It’s not possible! 
The Pink Floyd guys 

must have been 
superheroes.

Oh come 
on, K. They 
were just a 

bunch of boys, 
just like you. But 

they were having fun 
doing what they 

were doing, enough 
to not care what 
the straitjacket 

music world 
thought of 

them. 

hmm.

Or think 
of Adele. She’s 

closer home for you, 
right? Just a couple of 

years older. 

Umm no, Sid. 
She’s closer to 

your age. But yeah, 
she’s only a couple 
of dollars richer 
and plenty more 

famous!

What about 
her? She 

struck gold at 
19, Sid. I don’t 

think she needed 
to have too much 

faith in her 
process for too 

long. It paid 
off pretty 
early on. 
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You know how much 
she was mocked at for not 

looking the part, K? Her body 
and weight were talked about 

almost as much as her 
voice, maybe more. 

Surrounded 
as she is by her 

peers who are all 
outrageously 

skinny, it’s a very 
difficult thing to 

face, K. Especially 
when you’re that 

young.

Am I 
giving up too 

soon? 

High time you 
started thinking 

about what makes a 
living in the real 

world.

"... But she held 
her ground and 
simply… sang. ‘I 
just stand there 
and sing’, she 
told the world, 
‘No matter what 
you look like, the 
key is to be happy 
with yourself’. "

"Imagine 
having that 
kind of talent 
and then being 
criticised for 
something 
completely 
irrelevant - 
your weight!"

She’s become a 
feminist icon for 
doing that. But it 

couldn’t have been 
easy, K. It probably 

never will be, because 
who knows if it will ever 
be alright for a woman to 
say she’s comfortable in 
her skin? But Adele goes 

strong, because she 
trusts what she’s 

doing, she’s doing it 
well, she’s 
enjoying it.

If she had 
started fretting 
over body image 
issues and what 

people would say, 
maybe she would never 

have recorded an 
album. Or she 

would’ve stopped 
after her first one… 
Good thing she was 

doing it the Gita 
way, huh… 
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K recalls interviews he has 
Googled of people he admires.

I wanted to 
become a Formula 
One driver, not a 
game designer. I don’t think 

about my influence 
in the industry. I 
just make games 

that I’m 
interested in.

I have missed 
over 9,000 
shots in my 

career. 

Michael Jordan

I have lost 
almost 300 
games. On 26 

occasions I have 
been entrusted to 
take the winning 
shot, and I have 

missed.

I have failed 
over and over and 
over again in my 
life. And that is 
why I succeed.

If 
it’s what 
gets me 

out of bed 
each day, then 
isn’t it worth 

not giving into 
the rejection? 
Isn’t it good 
enough that 
I’m enjoying 

doing it 
while I 

am? 

What is important is going through with it – 
having faith in your effort without too much 
emphasis or thoughts about the results. 

Work hard on it – the end 
is a concept lurking around 
the corner.

What you have control over is the 
process alone, not the end.

Shinji Mikami
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Don’t let your 
successes go to 

your head and your 
failures go to 

your heart.

Will Smith

Challenges will come and go.  

Epiphanies awaited K 
at unlikely places 
- like at the 
dentist’s! - but he 
just never thought 
of them like that.

It’s as if the 
minute I tell them 
what I do, they all 
want my advice on 

something or the other 
that’s been bothering 

them with their 
teeth…

It’s not 
pleasant to have 
to peer into the 

insides of 
strangers’ 

mouths, you know, 
out of sheer 
politeness.

And just when 
you’re about to 

take a bite of the 
lemon tart 
yourself!

K’s mother loves these visits and if K had 
any illusions about it being out of overt 
maternal concern, they’ve long been 
dispelled – it’s clear she accompanies him 
because she enjoys Dr. Kotecha’s stories.

She does have quite a 
way of telling them, don’t 

you agree, K? 

hmm...

I have failed over and over and over again 
in my life. And that is why I succeed. 

Don’t let your successes go to your head 
and your failures go to your heart.

They will tell you your idea is not worth anything. 

I don’t think about my influence… I 
just make games that I’m interested in.
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The dinner 
party story is 
hilarious! I 

wonder why she 
doesn’t tell the 
guests about her 
other profession 
– that’ll have 
them stumped, 

don’t you 
think?

Hmm. 
Dr. Kotecha has 

two jobs?

Well actually 
honey, it’s not a 
job, I shouldn’t 
call it her other 
profession. It’s 

something she does 
because she loves 

it so much. 

What is it, 
mom?

Oh honey, 
don’t you 

remember? Maybe 
you were still 
woozy from the 

meds. She told us 
that month you had to 

undergo that 
extraction? She’s a 
DJ. Her specialty 
is… wait, let me 
think… oh yeah, 

House Music.

Really?! A 
dentist who 

moonlights as 
a DJ! Wow! How 

does she do 
that? Where’s 

the time for it? 
Isn’t she at 
the clinic, 
like, every 

day? 

You know, I 
wondered 

about that too - 
how she finds the 

time for it. I asked 
her the other day 
and she told me, 

quite matter-
of-factly, 

But Mrs. S, 
there are the 

weekends.
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And that 
made me think - 

if you’re 
passionate about 
something, you 

make the time. In 
fact, then you don’t 
go around with the 

excuse of not 
‘finding the time’. 

It’s about 
making the 

time.

Don’t you 
think, K? 

!

Anyway, 
I’ll suggest 

that the next time 
we go see her. She 
should tell people 

at dinner parties that 
she’s a DJ. That way, 
the most she’ll be 

asked to do is change 
the music. Infinitely 

better than being 
asked to look 
inside mouths, 

don’t you 
think!

K mulls 
over all 
the times 
he’s used 
‘lack of 
time’ as an 
excuse.

But 
Maa, who’s 

got the 
time?

If you have the passion 
for something, you’ll 
make the time, you’ll 
find the time.

Another time, he was hanging 
out at his friends’ place 
during the summer break.

But 
that’s so 

his 
territory, 

Maa. 

I’m really not into 
cracking these mind games 

and all – with all that Math in 
it. I just don’t get it… 

And since this 
is supposed to be fun, 

something fun 
we’re doing in our summer 

holidays. 

It’s all about prioritizing, how you manage 
time - making to-do lists, sticking with them, 
being disciplined about them.
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I don’t see 
why I should, 
it’s not like I 

plan on being an 
accountant! 

Please just ask 
Saksham. I swear I’ll 

do more rounds of 
Wordpop and Eat Your 

Words instead.

And read 
another 

Shakespeare 
play – I can start 
on the tragedies 
this summer – I’m 

almost done 
reading the 
comedies.

Mehul, I also 
said we’ll be 

learning new things 
when I said it’ll be 
something fun for 
the summer hols.

But I am learning 
new things, aren’t I, 

Maa? 

I didn’t 
know what 
negative 

fallacy meant 
a few months 
ago. Saksham 

probably still 
thinks it’s 

something to 
do with 

batteries.

ha ha ha

Good 
point, 

Mehul. And 
Saksham’s 

going to start 
on your wordy 

games next, 
in fact. 
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Maa, is this 
some form of 

torture? Please, 
there’s no way I’m 

going to plod 
through those 
tomes Mehul’s 

always into. With 
all that thou and 
thee and knowest. 

How is any of it 
relevant 
anymore?

And 
I’m not 

aiming to be 
a writer or a 
journalist or 
something like 
that. I’ll do 

more complicated 
Math games, Maa. 
K has some, I’ll 
take my pen drive 

next time I go 
around to his 
place. I’ll be 
learning new 
things too.

So let me 
get this 
straight. 

Mehul’s 
into books 

and Saksham’s 
into Math. And 
never the twain 

shall meet 
with their 

interests?

Yup!

But 
wouldn’t you 
want to learn 

something 
absolutely new 

from each other’s 
areas of interests? 

Don’t you think 
that’s how your 
brains would 
really truly 

grow? 

But what 
about interest, 
Maa? Why force 
yourself to be 
interested in 

something you’re 
clearly not?

And not 
everything’s meant 

for you, is it? 
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It makes 
more sense 
to better 

yourself in the 
things you’re 

naturally good 
at, than try your 

hand at 
everything 
and fail.

More chances to 
succeed as you grow 

up – you get more time 
to better yourself at 
whatever it is you’re 

good at.

Sure. But 
it’s not like 

either of you have 
so much as glanced 
at what the other’s 

so interested in. it’s 
like you’ve made up 

your minds it’s 
not for you.

Because we know 
it is, Maa.

Okay. I know 
what you’re 

saying – really I 
do. Come, today, 

let’s not get into 
any of the new 

exercises – to do 
with words or 

numbers, anything 
Mehul-ish or 

Saksham-ish, so 
to speak.

Let’s talk about 
Mindsets instead. 

Maybe it’ll help clarify 
where I’m coming 

from.

Are you going 
to tell us about 

how we don’t have the 
right mindset now, 

Maa? 

Not right 
or wrong.

Just two 
different kinds of 

mindsets. One is called a 
Fixed Mindset and the 

other’s a Growth 
Mindset.
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Mindset is a 
simple idea 

about 
achievement 

and 
success.

 researched by 
Stanford Psychologist, 

Carol Dweck.

To put it simply, people 
with a fixed mindset believe 

that intelligence and talent are 
fixed traits. It’s like ‘if you have it, 
you have it; if you don’t you don’t.’ 

What you boys are saying about 
English and Math, 

essentially…

And people with 
growth mindset believe that 

abilities can be developed through 
hard work, deliberate practice 

and by setting long-term 
goals… 

The most 
important 

differentiating 
factor here 

becomes how you 
face failure - 

people with fixed 
mindsets don’t 

attempt anything 
new for fear 

of failing. 

They don’t 
have it in them 
to overcome 

setbacks 
because they 

stick with playing 
safe, they’re so 
afraid of being 

ridiculed.

But people with 
growth mindsets 
have a completely 

unique view of 
failure –

they treat it 
as data, 

something to 
learn from - to 
use to improve 

future 
performance…
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Is it called Fixed 
Mindset because 

you’re born with it? 

Not at all. 
That’s what’s 

great about it. 
The mindset only 

refers to a 
mindset at a 

certain stage in 
life– it’s not like 
a genetic disease 

or something! 

You can 
work on fixing 

your fixed 
mindset, in other 
words. Work on 
evolving it into a 

Growth Mindset, as 
you grow. It’ll 
serve you well 

in life.

Here, take the 
mindset quiz.

K takes the 
Mindset quiz. 

K doesn’t 
even know 
when the day 
turns into 
dusk & dusk 
into midnight. 
When he 
opens his 
eyes, he can’t 
believe it.

He wasn’t asleep 
and yet he was not 
awake. He was… 
thinking, he could 
say, at best. He 
can’t think of a time 
in his life he’s spent 
in deep thought like 
that. It felt like… 
meditation. Or what 
they say about it, in 
any case. He didn’t 
so much as even 
look at his phone 
during that time, 
didn’t check his 
Facebook, didn’t 
touch the Mac, did 
not even game. 

This has never happened to K before. Ever. 
And he feels energized. Enthused. 
What does this mean?
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When does 
pondering turn into 

meditation? 

When does 
meditation turn 

into action? 

K rushes to 
his desk.

Technology 
could be my 

Drona. Or maybe 
my clay idol. 

Search for contacts of local 
apiarists.

To Do List
Issue AA Milne from the library for 
literary references to bees/honey.

Watch Queen of the Sun, a documentary 
about colony collapse disorder.

Subscribe to Buzz about 
Bees magazine.

inspired, K 
rewrites his 
assignment 
on bees.

Honey Bees 

A Study of their Decline

Chew on this the next time you 

munch on a few almonds: 

Honeybees are the reason 

why we have them..

School Assignment

BEES

A Study of  their 

Decline
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Resources

Videos'on'disposi*ons'of'a'self.directed'learner:

!"Intrinsic"Mo,va,on:"h1p://youtu.be/QZxh5ax!HoE"

!"Self!Control"and"Delayed"Gra,fica,on:"h1p://youtu.be/74O5SYcLqVg"

!"Grit:"h1p://youtu.be/nCNsiPB5sJ8"

!"A1en,on"Management:"h1p://youtu.be/7a2AVbW3AkA"

!"Self!Efficacy:"h1p://youtu.be/lXyl8iDmRbU"

!"Growth"Mindset:"h1p://youtu.be/htXA!bIbUU0"

!"Emo,onal"Resilience:"h1p://youtu.be/w8i3Gn0mEnE"

!"Curiosity:"h1p://youtu.be/BKLf44bPMkw

!!!(these!above!videos!can!be!accessed!on!our!YouTube!Channel!

!!!h5p://youtube.com/<melesslifeskills)

!"Dan"Pink"!"The"Puzzle"of"Mo,va,on:"h1p://youtu.be/rrkrvAUbU9Y"

!"Walter"Mischel"!"Marshmallow"study"and"Self!Control"!"h1p://vimeo.com/109065003

!"Angela"Lee"Duckworth:"The"Key"to"Success?"Grit"!"h1p://youtu.be/H14bBuluwB8"

!"Carol"Dweck"on"Mindset"!"h1p://youtu.be/QGvR_0mNpWM""

!"Ellen"Langer"on"Paying"A1en,on"!"h1p://youtu.be/cz94BmOIroA"

!"Switch,"a"book"on"Behavioural"Change:"h1p://youtu.be/qmmwWxVzSsw"

Videos'on'the'changing'21st'century'context:

!"Life"Skills"for"Success"and"Well!being"in"the"21st"century"!"h1p://youtu.be/A1k!4pqAuXA

!"Humans"Need"Not"Apply:"www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Pq!S557XQU

http://youtu.be/QZxh5ax-HoE
http://youtu.be/74O5SYcLqVg
http://youtu.be/nCNsiPB5sJ8
http://youtu.be/7a2AVbW3AkA
http://youtu.be/lXyl8iDmRbU
http://youtu.be/htXA-bIbUU0
http://youtu.be/w8i3Gn0mEnE
http://youtu.be/BKLf44bPMkw
http://youtu.be/rrkrvAUbU9Y
http://vimeo.com/109065003
http://youtu.be/H14bBuluwB8
http://youtu.be/QGvR_0mNpWM
http://youtu.be/cz94BmOIroA
http://youtu.be/qmmwWxVzSsw
http://youtu.be/A1k-4pqAuXA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Pq-S557XQU
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We are a london-based social-Enterprise addressing three key issues – Relevant 
Curriculum (life skills needed for flourishing in the 21st century), Enticing Learning 
Experience (that appeals to today’s distracted learners) and Affordability (to make 
education inclusive as it is otherwise becoming expensive and hence exclusive). 

towards this We are building an online learning academy that offers innovative 
learning solutions to impart skills essential for success and well-being. We plan 
to bring out more comic books, interactive stories, apps, games, courses and 
conduct more workshops.

1,000 copies of The Adventures of K, in its Hindi version, is going out to 200 schools 
for the underprivileged across India for free. We have made this comic available on 
PWYW (Pay What You Want) basis. We successfully piloted a 6-week online course on 
self-directed learning skills in October 2014 with 100 students. We plan to offer 
this course on a regular basis and add more online courses.

Let’s do more epic stuff together! Please get in touch if you need any information or 
would like to explore synergies:

Website: www.timelesslifeskills.co.uk  |  Email: info@timelesslifeskills.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lifeskills

This comic ebook was made possible because of the generous contribution 

made by these folks at our crowd funding campaign. we are indebted to them.
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